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Annotation: This study investigates how modern literature engages with the ongoing
processes and effects of globalization. It examines how literary works reflect key global
issues such as spiritual degradation, environmental decline, consumerist ideology, and
cultural disintegration. Drawing examples from both Uzbek and world literature, the
article explores the portrayal of individuals caught in a rapidly changing, often
destabilizing global landscape. Uzbek prose, in particular, illustrates how globalization
challenges national traditions, reshapes social roles, and creates tensions between
modernity and moral heritage. Yet, rather than portraying passive acceptance, many
literary works resist these forces by emphasizing cultural values, ethical consciousness,
and collective memory. The article argues that modern literature functions not only as a
record of global influence but also as a site for cultural preservation and critique.
Ultimately, literature becomes a space where the complexities of global change are
interpreted, questioned, and reimagined through narrative.
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Introduction

In recent decades, globalization has emerged as a transformative force across all
domains of human life, exerting profound influence on cultural and literary expression.
Scholars have increasingly recognized that while globalization fosters cross-cultural
exchange, it simultaneously poses challenges to national identity, spiritual values, and
literary traditions. Among various fields, literature occupies a singular position—serving
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not only as a mii"roWes, but also as a potential agent of resistance

and renewal.

Despite expanding scholarly interest in globalization’s influence on economics,
politics, and sociology, its treatment in literary studies remains comparatively
underdeveloped. Particularly within Uzbek literary criticism, global themes are sparsely
addressed and often confined to cultural or philosophical analysis. One rare instance is
the 2018 international conference organized by the Writers’ Union of Uzbekistan and the
Institute of Uzbek Language, Literature, and Folklore, culminating in the collection
“Globalizatsiya muammolarining badiiy talqini va zamondosh obrazi”, which includes
several essays that directly confront the literary implications of globalization. Yet even
these contributions remain limited in scope (Uzbek Writers’ Union and Institute, 2018).

This paper aims to fill that gap by systematically exploring how modern literature
intersects with globalization, how literary narratives reflect global phenomena, and in
what ways literature can cultivate an aesthetic and spiritual “immunity” against
homogenizing global trends. The analysis follows the IMRaD structure—departing from
the culturally localized perspective you provided and enriching it with broader theoretical
and empirical insights.

Methods

This study utilizes both qualitative literary analysis and a scholarly literature review:
Primary sources include the Uzbek conference proceedings “Globalizatsiya
muammolarining badiiy talqini va zamondosh obrazi” (Tashkent, 2018), alongside
representative modern Uzbek prose addressing themes such as moral crisis, ecological
collapse, consumerism, and destabilized familial values.

Literature Review Academic works examining globalization’s impact on literature and
literary studies: Suman Gupta’s monograph Globalization and Literature, which
interrogates the thematic incorporation of globalization in literary production and theory
(Gupta 2009). A 2024 article by Longzhu Sun on comparative literature’s role amid
globalization, particularly in the realms of translation, digital dissemination, and
interdisciplinary exchanges (Sun 2024). A 2023 review on literature’s engagement with
globalization themes, including hybridity, transnationalism, and cultural exchange
(Codex 2023). Supplementary theoretical frameworks: Pascale Casanova’s The World
Republic of Letters, conceptualizing the global literary “field” (Casanova 1999), and
Néstor Garcia Canclini’s theory of “cultural hybridization” (Canclini).

Synthesis Juxtaposing Uzbek-specific observations with global scholarship to identify
convergences, divergences, and broader patterns.
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Results \Fr
In contemporary Uzbek literature, as reflected in the 2018 conference volume,

globalization is predominantly portrayed in terms of its negative consequences: moral

decay, consumerist mindset, erosion of traditional family and gender norms, and
existential crises (Uzbek Writers’ Union and Institute, 2018). Narratives feature
protagonists whose spiritual disorientation and social instability exemplify globalization’s
destabilizing influence.

Analogously, international literature conveys similar motifs—transnational identity
struggles, environmental anxieties, and cultural dislocation (Codex 2023). For instance,
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Americanah explores immigrant identity within globalized
contexts; Jhumpa Lahiri’s works probe assimilation and cultural estrangement (Codex
2023).

Global scholarship emphasizes literary hybridity—characters and narratives
embodying multiple cultural identities, neither fully rooted in nation nor entirely
globalized (Codex 2023). Garcia Canclini argues that cultural sequences in globalization
manifest as “multi-determined scenarios” where diverse systems intersect and
interpenetrate (Canclini). Casanova frames the global literary arena as a competitive
“world republic,” where cultural recognition and canon formation involve power
dynamics (Casanova 1999).

Suman Gupta highlights how literary production and reception are increasingly
influenced by global circuits, with literary studies and globalization studies interweaving
on themes such as anti-globalization movements and cosmopolitan urban narratives
(Gupta 2009). Longzhu Sun (2024) further documents the role of comparative literature
in promoting cross-cultural dialogue through translation, adaptation, and digital
dissemination—85% of scholars surveyed view interdisciplinary integration (digital
humanities, transmedia studies, global cultural studies) as the field’s crucial future
direction (Sun 2024).

While global influences may erode specific traditions, literature also serves as a space
for introspection, critique, and ethical resistance. In the Uzbek context, the depiction of
disoriented characters—once idealized as loyal or virtuous—as victims of global cultural
drift signals this literary role (Uzbek Writers’ Union and Institute, 2018). More broadly,
literature’s capacity to nurture aesthetic and spiritual resilience against cultural uniformity
1s recognized globally (Gupta 2009; Codex 2023).

Discussion
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Literature as Mi literature, especially within marginalized or

post-colonial contexts, mirrors globalization’s disruptive forces—ethical erosion, identity
fragmentation, environmental threat—while potentially serving as a corrective, grounding
narrative. Comparative and Interdisciplinary Methods Enrich Analysis Uzbek literary
critique benefits when framed through comparative literature, digital humanities, and
global cultural studies. These lenses enhance understanding of how local literature
negotiates global pressures and contributes to transnational dialogues. Digital Platforms:
Opportunity and Threat Digital dissemination broadens literary reach but also risks
homogenizing voices. Comparative literature’s embrace of interdisciplinary forms (Sun
2024) is vital to harness digital potential while safeguarding cultural specificity.

Building Cultural Immunity Adopting the notion of “aesthetic-ideological immunity,”
authors and critics can consciously resist the erosive tendencies of global consumerism
by foregrounding national spiritual and ethical heritage.

Limitations Scope: This study covers only select theoretical texts and a single Uzbek
conference volume—future research should analyze more primary works in Uzbek
literature. Contextual Nuance: The comparative discussion could benefit from more
detailed socio-cultural contexts for the literary works cited.

As we know, the rapid and excessive development of the era has fundamentally
changed the way of life of the people, and this is largely due to the effects of
globalization. Consequently, the impact of globalization can be observed in all aspects of
people’s lives. In contemporary literature, writers also strive to depict how the
increasingly widespread use of the internet is transforming the consciousness and daily
life of the people, reflecting these changes in their creative works.

At any period, globalization has left its mark on literature, but today its influence is
unfolding with unprecedented speed and intensity. Over the past five years, literature has
been swept up in a powerful wave of transformation. People's lives are profoundly
affected by advanced technologies, artificial intelligence platforms, and their widespread
use, which vividly reflects in contemporary literature. While some may view these
changes negatively, we firmly believe they also hold great positive potential. For
instance, in this rapidly accelerating process, new literary trends and styles are emerging.
This stands as a clear and vibrant artistic testimony to globalization—showing how
human life’s experiences are being woven into literature.

Conclusion

The intersection of modern literature and globalization is a site of rich tension—
between cultural erosion and literary resilience, global homogenization and narrative
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hybridity, digital\bw grounding. In Uzbek literary studies, there is
urgent need to extend beyond occasional conference sections and cultivate sustained
scholarly engagement with globalization. Integrating comparative, digital, and cultural
studies approaches can help literature serve as both a reflective and generative force amid
global transformations.

Future research should include comprehensive textual analyses of modern Uzbek

novels, comparative studies across linguistic traditions, and evaluations of digital literary
platforms'role in shaping while preserving national narratives.
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